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SUBJECT: ENIE 1h.3-1+67: VIET COZG RECRUITMENT AND MORALS PROLEMS
1. A recent study of several hundred captured docuucats, imterrogeticn
raports, sud acent debriefings tends to confirm reports of lvcreasing VO
Sitriouities in cbtaluiag sufficlent nucbhers of recruits for thelr silitary
effort ent political infrastructure, Difficulties begea to crop up 1a
195465 when the VO began to quickly expsnd their force structure smd creste
mlti-battolion sized combat units. Efforts to further expend the VO force
structuow ab the same time o5 8llied military pressures increased crsualtlies,
aefection gad deserters and forced the moveseat of civiliens fros nwel
areas to towns heve exscerboted thes VU recruiting problem. Tnis yesr, the
overall reie of mgzmr m&ting gppears to be below that achieved last
year. The proulem, however, does nmot appear ab this time to be serious
eacugi to enfanger the vitality of the VG infrestructure or greatly reduce
the combst effectivencas of main force VC units. Moreover, the VC have beem
uble to melntain regulsr forces at relstively constent levels, but at the
cost of reducing the eize and effectiventss of their irresuler forces, Horth
Vietnan represents & wource of menpowesr that can be drawn wpon to flesh out
VC wilitary valts in the South and teke over muny logistics responsibilities,
thus reducing the overall requiremeat for VG personnel.
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2. Apart from needs for main esd local force militery persounel, the
VC infrastauctive eud militery effort requires grest nuwibers of lsbarers,
wilitts elemets, guerrtllas, sduinlstrative persodnel, sod various types
of eadyws Recrulbing problems heve been spparent in g1l these VO groups ==
ummrmea recruitoent guotas, graduslly reduced standerds, (uge, ph;raicml
con:mm, politicsl reliability) and greater enploywent of women. In
eddition, evidenze of M‘hiﬁl mmbus of 2V forces being Introduced iante
VO renks conbinues to mount. The VO hﬁs met these difflculties with latene
sifled recruiting deives, inoreassd W@nﬁa, and varlous types of pregaure
on youths to “cuscrva thelr patrictic responsibilities.” I% does mot appeer,
boweveyr, that widespresd forced coasoription or coercion by means of terror
or physicsl viclence bas been used to cbtain new military recruits. Cape
tured documemte indicate that the VC belleve such nethods would produce
wirelistle saldiers, fucxesse desertion rates end morale probless, aui cost
then polivical swport fa areas of YO control.

3. VC recrulting problens have boen 2ost severe is areas of iutease
gliled militory prospuwre, altheugh they bave uct been confined to these aress.
& caplured officdsd veport of VO rocruiting in Biuh Dish Province reveals
mt%&?mﬂmw&d&%mﬂnﬂh&%wﬁz in the
fivet guarter of 1966 ‘- oomaumrmtcfthemmﬂnmw. A 1965 Binh
Dinh anoval report details similer @ifficulties is recruiting troops and
1aborersa mammﬁmm. & VC recruiter in Tey Hinh Province recounted
problens causad by us sveep uxm'atim le eacountered Yeany aizticulsies
In rounding wp 200 recruibe reguired for perconnel xeplecemsnt.”

ho An officisl 1966 report of MR IV (VC Gia Dinh Province, which
oe .
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4ncledes Seigen) captured during Operation Cedsr Falls states thet evacus~-
timlﬁmmmmiwmmaﬁmaarﬂmmmluvellna
ellfed militery cmm resulted ia oculy 600 of the plammed 5,000 men to
ba recruibed. ' ' :

Be smswmmmmormmmcmmEMm
Provinces shovs & eubstential dip in recruiting sud wpgrading over 1964
results. ‘ " '

6. Tt cooms cless that the Conmunist leaderanip would 1ike to be able
%o recruit more monpower withis South Vistoam. GCaptured enexy docuzents
w&wm:mmmmgmmmmmmmﬂm:w«
unite e« for the coudtry €8 & whole == lag behind goals. ¥e geo thie fu terms
of mwmﬁ nétionvide gosls calling for lerge expeneion of force levels.
amxt:mmvmmummummfmwmmmﬁmm.

7. Va do wot believe, however, thst the fallure to fulfill personnel
recruitnent sosls necessaxily indlcates @ eritical flagsiag of support fov
the VCa MWiﬁsﬁoﬂﬁ%v&w&me&ﬁmﬂﬂWW
nmwmmm:m&m_vm#rwummpum&up
of U5 forces ond mounting Communlst manpousr lossed. m&mm:tremnsu
totheﬁswms:pwnmm‘mm_thcnmero!mm&e&mmm
force wits in order to protect thelr local political and military structure
mmgmﬂerwniblyxmmep@smmw/mmmm.» This
tactic hos beca lerzely successful, In addition, Communist losses from con-
bt incrgased purticulerly a8 & mﬁlt of the incressing rumber of lerger
batﬂﬂ%&%wwmpmbﬂwﬁstmmﬁwMMWmtorw
unita.
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8. A major Commnist respoase to the incressed pressure, including ] )
welmmmmwmmmm,mwmtmumm
recrulted forees in the South vith VA Tegulers = =« ia the fora of whole ’
wits end es £L1ers to VC wnits — Iafiltvated thiough Leos end later o
directily across the DX,

F. A& & vesuit, cmeemmrmﬂctusgwme&)mmnw'
carried an increasiug burden of the var {a fouth Vietotm. The level of
infiltration of parsonnel, partiodierly into the mrthem p:ﬁvimca, és:.ch
8re xore sparcely popalated, more thon doubled during 1966. Tue fucresstng
mlaurﬁsfwmuummwwswwmmmmm 1
Vietnenose manpover, _

10 ﬁmmumtu:m,%mmmmmumlmmw
to the US/South Vietnameoe strategy in the south. 1o owr view, Hoxol has
mxxcmmwuwmwmmmnmwm
expanded levele without seriously weskening the military posture of the
vegion dn Horth Vietasn. We estimste that North Vietasm trained sod sent
wmvm@atmss,mmmsw&,mmmwﬁ. Al-
though we se¢ Gous igus of straia ou North Vietusn's BApOVEr Pesources
vith about 130,000 physically £1t youth reaching dreft sge esch year, North
wwummorwmmammms@m,mwwt
nilitery force leveln the orth, and ell essestial economie sctivity in
mm,'azmgaﬂwmuwwmwmmmmm
ot epproxinately presest levels. Purther, iff Hamol bellevellt suffioieatly
dmportant, it could lncresse the flovw of men to the South by shortening
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treluing cycles andfor drsving down its gresently estimated 366,000 or more
iz;‘ceuatrg troop strenzth. Hanoi's epparent willingnens to coumnit its
ZATDOWER resoirecs o the war in the South will in large measuxe reduce tho
pressure on the Viet Cong's oun ZBIpOwer IEIources.
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